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pTl^fS^^t -Lei enrollment of the e.ployment rates för l 64, 1978, and 1981 for all youths aged 16-24.*  As one would expect, n-school youths are less likely to be employed than out-of-schooi youths. However, there are significant dxfferences in these rates over time for different groups. For white males, the «IUnt rates increased for in-school youths fr cm 34.0 percent in 1964 to 43.4 percent in 1981, while the rate for out-of-school youths was stable at approximately 87 percent between 1964 and 1978 and then declined slightly during the econoraic downturn in 1981.  In contrast, the eroployment rates of black males have shown a marked decline for both in-school and out-of-school youths: the rate for those out of school was 80.5 percent in 1964, 67.8 in 1978, and 57.8 in 1981; the rate for those in school dropped from 30 percent in 1964 to 20 percent in 1978 and was still at 20 percent in 198l.3
JIdeally, one would like to examine trends in employment Status broken down by school enrollment, race, sex, age, presence of dependents, and living arrangements. Unfortunately, tabulations of employment statistics (e.g., the Employment and Earnings series and the Handbook of Labor Statistics) do not provide the appropriate detail. Indeed, even with the 60,000+ sample size of the Current Population Survey, we suspect it would be difficult to obtain reliable estimates for all the cells of such a cross-tabulation. Consequently we use the strategy of examining the employment Status of older, out-of-school youths äs a crude substitute.
2The years 1964 and 1978 were selected to provide consistency with other tables in this chapter. Appropriate data were not published in 1957 (or earlier years). No data are currently available for 1984; consequently, we have used the most recent published statistics, for 1981.
3 In this discussion of Tables 2.3 and 2.4 we used statistics for black youths rather than for nonwhite youths. This reflects the categorization used in the published statistics.
Federal statistics for recent years generally divide the population by black and white and include counts for the total population (so nonwhite statistics can be computed). For earlier years it is often

